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COMING— 


THE GOSPEL — 
I PREACH 
By Dr. Billy Graham 


An exclusive article on a vital issue—in the 
August 12 number of The Sunday School Times. 


‘TI have but one sermon,”’ says Dr. Graham as 
he prepares for the Philadelphia Crusade. Read 
how he clearly analyzes the heart of his message 


today. 


Write for a free copy of this issue and have it 
sent to your friends. Send names and addresses on 
a separate sheet and ask for the August 12 issue. 


Start a gift subscription with the Billy 


Graham article. 


Please enter a subscription, beginning with the August 12 
issue, for: 


NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 


CITY ZONE STATE 


[] I enclose $4.00 for one year. (Canada, $4.25; foreign, 
$5.50) 
[] I enclose $2.00 for 26 weeks. (Canada, $2.15; foreign, 
$2.75) 
[] Please bill me for this subscription. 
(All rates are U.S.A. dollars.) 
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3 the dominion of habitual, deliberate sin. 
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On Being Certain of Salvation 


Can a man be sure—absolutely certain that God has 
written his name in the Book of Life, that his sins are 
forgiven, that he is saved, is a child of God and inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven? Must one go through life 
with a gnawing uncertainty of not knowing—of not being 
sure? 

God has given us three grounds of assurance of salvation. 
The first is objective in God’s written Word, the Scriptures. 
The second is subjective, something quite personal, known 
only to the individual. The third is an external witness, 
observed and recognized by people at large. All three are 
provided and all three are necessary if the Christian is to 
possess that calm peace of mind and humble, yet confident, 
assurance that is God’s will for the believer. What are these 
three grounds of assurance that we are indeed children 
of God? 

1. The objective testimony of Scripture. “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). 
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life” (1 John 5:13). In this respect the Scriptures 
are like a bankbook, which records what we have on deposit. 
Regardless of our feelings there is the objective testimony 
of God’s Word. If we believe in Christ in a Scriptural 
way, we have eternal life. This is the great possession, the 
inalienable. right of those who have received Christ (John 
1:12). 

2. There is the inner or subjective witness of God the 
Holy Spirit. He, the Spirit of God, testifies, assures, con- 
firms the fact that we are children of God (Rom. 8:16). 
This is not anything we can demonstrate or display as 
evidence to others. This is something intensely personal, 
intimate, but something marvelously real. It can be com- 
pared to the comfort and assurance of a mother drawing 
her child to her breast, and as her arms enclose the little 
one she whispers, “You are mine, my baby, my child.” 
It is the loving possession by the parent of the little one 
that brings assurance to the child that he belongs, that he 
is owned, that he is loved. Sometimes the Holy Spirit in 
unusual but wonderfully reassuring ways indicates to the 
believer that he or she is indeed God’s child, a member of 
God’s family, that God is indeed the Heavenly Father. 

3. Then there is the assurance or the external evidence 
to others, Christian or non-Christian, that the one who 
professes the name of Christ really belongs to Him. “By 
their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). If I am 
truly born of God then I shall be a different person, I shall 
behave differently, react differently. Christians are sup- 
posed to be different. James 2:18 puts it this way, “I will 
shew thee my faith by my works.” The Apostle John in 
his first letter suggests five distinct lines of evidence of 
the new birth that all may see and which indicate that the 
Person is a child of God. What are they? Keeping God’s 
commandments, love of fellow Christians, not loving the 
world or the things of this material existence, open con- 
fession that Christ is God incarnate, a life lived free from 
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If we are to be rid of the dark shadows of doubt and 
fear, if we are to live confidently in the sunshine of God’s 
love, all three grounds of assurance should in some measure 
be present in our lives and experience. Are they present in 
your life? 


Picnic 

Reclining on the ground under a large tree, chewing on 
a piece of grass, the tall Nigerian fellow felt almost at home. 
He was dressed in his African robe, brightly colored and not 
too practical for the occasion. But he was not at home 
and the occasion was not a tribal festival. 

No, this was Philadelphia’s Main Line, and it was a 
summer picnic—American style, with volleyball, badmin- 
ton, hamburgers and hot dogs, cooked on a charcoal fire, 
of course. The Nigerian, along with about fifty others 
literally from all over the world, Japan, India, Korea, Egypt, 
Panama, for example, was having a wonderful time getting 
indoctrinated to this American “tribal ritual,” the picnic. 

All of them were studying in nearby universities. But 
for a day they were forgetting the books and just enjoying 
the sun, the games, the-friendship, and, yes, the food, even 
if it was not Indian curry. é 

But as the last slice of watermelon disappeared, the 
Internationals gathered at one end of the park and sat in © 
small clusters under the trees. There, was to be a speaker. 
About Laos, or Cuba, or Berlin? No, about the wisdom of 
God as it is revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. | 

For forty-five minutes they listened attentively as the 
speaker attempted to point them to an unknown factor 
in the search for wisdom on an international and on a 
personal level: “For the Lord giveth wisdom” (Prov. 2:6) ; 
“In whom [Jesus Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). The need of men.is not more 
facts; this wisdom is moral; it involves a surrender of the 
will to another Person. 

This was a “summit” experience, if you please. This was 
“personal diplomacy” on a world-wide scale. ‘Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). How is 
this possible? Because God is bringing thousands of these 
students to the United States every year to study in our 
universities, and because local Christians have seen what a 
strategic opportunity this represents for the cause of the 
Lord. You see, Christians friends brought the Africans, 


‘and the Japanese and the Indians to the picnic as part of 


a year-round effort to win them to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is something any Christian family can do. What 
a privilege to be a co-laborer with God! You may not be 
able to go overseas to preach, but in your own home you 
can be used by God to fulfill His purpose for that day 
when these internationals, won to the Lord perhaps at a 
picnic, will with us sing “a new song, saying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation” (Rev. 5:9). 

For specific help, write to Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 1519 N. Astor St., Chicago 10, for a free copy of 
Guide to International Friendship. 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ JERUSALEM.—Recent developments have 
highlighted tension on two fronts in Israel: within 
Judaism itself, and between Jews and mission- 
aries. Stone-throwing crowds have disrupted 
services of a small Church of Christ congregation 
(largest attendance 34). At first police gave only 
token protection (two children were taken into 
custody), but a hastily called conference between 
U.S. and Israeli officials brought promises of 
safety. However, the group felt it wiser to meet 
in a home for the time being. The Church of 
Christ group reportedly has made one Jewish 
convert in Jerusalem in a year’s time. Most of the 
congregation are Christians of other nationalities. 
Observers noted that the Eichmann trial has 
stirred up bad feelings toward Christians in Jeru- 
salem. Within Judaism itself some rabbis are 
refusing to recognize as Jews two old communi- 
ties that had thought of themselves as Jews for 
centuries: the B’nei Israel community from India, 
and the Karaites, who come mainly from Egypt. 
On the other hand, Moshe Sharett, former pre- 
mier, says these groups should be accepted as 
Jews, and he even goes a step farther than most 
Israelis in. suggesting that the Samaritans in 
Israel be recognized as Jews. The B’nei Israel 
group, some rabbis believe, should not be rec- 
ognized because the orthodoxy of its origin in 
the eighteenth century is questionable. The 
Karaites are opposed because they do not accept 
the Talmud (the combined civil and religious law 
and commentary), although they do observe Bib- 
lical injunctions more strictly than the rabbis 
would require. Meanwhile, in London the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism’s president pre- 
dicted a revival of his movement in Israel where 
“the need for a spiritual life will become increas- 
ingly evident to the growing generation to whom 
nationalism itself -is no longer an original idea.” 
In Israel only about 15 to 20 per cent of the pop- 
ulation are orthodox Jews, but they control re- 
ligion, education, and social affairs through rigid 
codes. 


@ PHILADELPHIA.—The International Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
has accepted an invitation from the United Church 
of Christ to study the possibility of a merger. Both 
groups have about two million members. 


@ BLUE RIDGE, N. C.—A man who practices 
what he preaches, Mr. Herbert J. Taylor, well- 
known Christian businessman and director in 
several Christian movements, told the annual 
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session of the Council of Evangelism of The Meth- 
odist Church that it is essential for the survival 
of the nation that Americans spend more time 
“meditating or praying over and studying God's 
Word.” Mr. Taylor, who has a keen interest in 
such groups as Young Life, Child Evangelism, 
Inter-Varsity, Youth for Christ, and Christian 
Service Brigade, is chairman of the Methodist Na- 
tional Lay Committee of Evangelism. He has made 
a practice of memorizing many Scripture pas- 
sages, including whole chapters. He told the 
council that “the average American family today 
is terribly anemic spiritually.” 


@ GREENVILLE, PA.—“There is too much drag- 
ing the feet in the ministry,” more than 100 home 
mission pastors of the United Lutheran Church 
were told by the Rev. Merle G. Franke of Chi- 
cago. This “appears to have stifled the urgent 
drive to turn the world upside down with the 
Gospel,” he declared. People who make soap 
and cigarettes seem to have more of a sense of 
urgency about selling their products than Chris- 
tians have about preaching the’Gospel, he main- 
tained. 


@ RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS.—The New 
York State Court of Appeals upheld the legality 
of a nonsectarian prayer for recitation in public 
schools: “Almighty God, we acknowledge our 
dependence upon thee, and we beg thy bless- 
ings upon us, our parents, our teachers and our 
country.” The attorney general of Kentucky says 
the law in his state requires the reading of the 
Bible in public schools. He said the King James 
Version has been ruled nonsectarian by the court. 


@ MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.—The Very Rev- 
erend Dr, S. Barton Babbage, dean of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral and principal of Ridley College, will 
participate in the Billy Graham Philadelphia Cru- 
sade. He was chairman of the 1959 crusade here. 
He will serve as a visiting professor of church 
history and apologetics for one term at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 





Mat Wash. . 


Dr. Arthur Glasser asks whether cities or 
tribes ought to have priority in his thought- 
provoking article, “A Plea for Strategy in Mis- 
sions.” 
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HERE is a feeling abroad in Bel- 
gium that the year 1960 was an evil 
year. The loss of the Congo, the hos- 
tile attitude of many of the Congolese, 
and the severe criticism that Belgium 
sustained from her traditional allies 
have all contributed to a widespread 
sense of shock from which Belgium will 
not soon recover. For years men who 
knew the Congo praised Belgium of- 
ficially and privately for her work, 
which had made the Congolese the most 
advanced black Africans economically. 
A middle class was rapidly arising, and 
peace prevailed generally. The often 
cruel tribal practices were giving place 
to more “civilized” ways. But all at 
once Belgium’s pride was crushed as 
one humiliation followed another. The 
government lost its head and made 
many decisions that proved unwise. In 
the chorus of savage criticism that 
arose, not many constructive suggestions 
were forthcoming. Then came the gen- 
eral strike by way of protest against 
the government’s proposed austerity 
measures. A generally docile people 
were transformed overnight into a rev- 
olutionary mob bent on destruction. 
Christians naturally wonder how 
their brethren in Belgium are faring 
in the present climate of dissatisfaction 
and unrest. Is there a Gospel witness 
being carried on? 
When we think of evangelical witness 
in Belgium, we think of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission. From small beginnings, 


The Gospel in Belgium 


By O. Vansteenberghe 


Trustee Emeritus, The Belgian Gospel Mission 


7 


when Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 
spoke with Belgian soldiers in the little 
Flemish town of La Panne during the 
First World War, the work has devel- 
oped steadily through the years. 

In September, 1960, a small church 
was opened in La Panne. It is typical 
of the churches that have grown up 
under the ministry of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission. A number of these 
churches are now fully self-sustaining, 
managing all of their own affairs 





through elders and members. Some of 
the other churches that have not yet 
reached the full measure of maturity 
are moving toward that end. A com- 
mittee is working on plans for an as- 
sociation of churches, which would 
eventually be independent of the Mis- 
sion. , 

Belgium is still a mission field, how- 
ever, just as France, Italy, and other 
Roman Catholic dominated countries 
are. Some of the areas are particularly 
difficult, especially where the loyalty 
to Rome is strong. An example of one 
such area is Bree, in the northeast cor- 
ner of the country. Here there is very 
little industry. The 8,000 inhabitants 
of this region are strongly Catholic. 
Early in April, the Belgian Gospel 
Mission opened a new Gospel center 
here. The story behind this center is 
an interesting one. A certain woman 
returned to her birthplace here after 
she lost her husband some years ago. 
She had heard the Gospel in the city 
where she had lived with her husband 
and had become a keen Protestant. She 
apparently did not know, however, 
what it meant to be truly born again. 
One day I received a letter from her, 
and put her in touch with the mission 
worker in Genk. Soon after this she 
was saved and showed a desire to have 
her house serve as a center for testi- 
mony. Recently a young Bible school 
graduate and his wife have gone to 


(Continued on page 600) 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 
A BOLD CHURCH.—At the 6,000-member First Presbyterian Church in Hollywood a 








resolution was unanimously passed recently by the Session declaring that many pronouncements 
of the National Council of Churches are being made today on matters which “are not religious, 
but political, matters on which intelligent Christians have widely divergent views and opinions.” 
The resolution made particular reference to medical care for the aged, capital punishment, and 
artificial insemination. The resolution continues, “Particularly they have made pronouncements 
advocating precisely the things sought by the Communist Party such as recognition of Red 
China and its admission to the United Nations, and in opposition to the movie, ‘Operation Ab- 
olition.’ Persons joining this church are not required at such joining to confirm any authority 
whereby either the National Council of Churches, or the Presbyterian Church, can speak for 
them or in their name on non-religious matters, nor. have the members of this church ever voted 
to delegate such authority to anyone.” 

Let a few score of the great Protestant churches of our country courageously speak out like 
this, and either the National Council of Churches will cease claiming to speak for the larger 
number of Protestants in this country, or there will be a revolt from the National Council. 
Is it not strange that in all these great annual conventions and congresses, we almost never 
hear of any of these bodies of clergy and church officers wholeheartedly declaring anew their 
unswerving allegiance to the great revealed truths concerning Jesus Christ our Saviour, arid 


Son of God. 
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A Proposal for the Nonprofessional 


By ARTHUR F. GLASSER, D.D. 


Director for North America, China Inland Mission 


braces preaching the Gospel to 

every creature and planting the 
Church in every culture. By this 
means He will gather out of the na- 
tions a people for His name. 

The task is vast and complex. The 
Scriptures must be translated and the 
grace of God in Christ proclaimed in 
every language. Converts must be es- 
tablished in personal discipleship and 
the power of Christian fellowship until 
vigorous local congregations result. The 
goal for these churches is that they rep- 
resent a threefold integration between 
the written Word of God, the life of 
Christ within the Christians, and the 
separate, distinct culture in which they 
live, refined and renewed by the Spirit. 
Not deculturalizing men, much less 
Westernizing them, but rather bringing 
the distinctivenesses of all peoples into 
His heavenly Zion. “Egypt and Baby- 
lon, Philistia and Tyre and Ethiopia I 
count as mine” (Psa. 87:3-5). Finally, 
these indigenous churches must likewise 
participate in the missionary purpose of 
God, crossing cultural frontiers for the 
Lord’s sake. 

In order to accomplish this purpose 
God has ordained two distinct methods. 
These are clearly described in the Acts,. 
and the history of the Church is replete 
with evidence of their use, from the 
time of the apostles onward. They .are 
summed up in the terms “professional” 
and “nonprofessional.” God is estab- 
lishing His Church today by using 
individuals and teams. The former has 
its Scriptural warrant in such passages 
as Acts 8:4 and 12:19, while the latter is 
described in Acts 13:1-5 and 14:21-27. 
The Acts largely describes the activities 
of the missionary band, its inner order 
and discipline, its mobility and out- 
reach. The Acts, however, again and 
again refers to Christians and churches 
that were the result of the witness and 
labors of nonprofessional missionaries 
unrelated to the apostolic band. 

In the face of the political situation 
throughout the world today, a “rethink” 
of this subject is much in order. Never 
has it been so urgent that the Church 
appreciate the validity of both methods. 

It is natural to deplore the terms “pro- 
fessional” and “nonprofessional.” The 
implications unconsciously associated 
with those terms are most unhappy, such 
as thinking of the professional mission- 
ary as being tainted with the pseudospir- 
itual attitude of professionalism. In 
reaction, some have suggested vocational 
and nonvocational as better adjectives. 
This has not met with popular accept- 
ance, because of the unhappy inference 
that only specialists such as doctors and 
nurses, literature workers, or agricul- 
turalists have a vocation, while the gen- 
eral missionary is devoid of one. Still 


Tex missionary purpose of God em- 
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Dr. Glasser examines the pros and 
cons of this strategic area of mission- 
ary work and comes up with some 


positive suggestions. 








other critics have felt that even the 
term “missionary” is suspect, since it 
has overtones of western cultural and 
political penetration, Caucasian racial 
supremacy, 19th-century paternalism. 

However, it must not be forgotten 
that the term “missionary” has the same 
essential meaning as “apostle’—‘“a sent 
one.” Since the ministry of the modern 
missionary as a church-planter is apos- 
tolic in precedent, it would appear wise 
to seek to retain it. Furthermore, the 
term has the reproach and stigma and 
the scandal of the Cross attached to it. 
We do not want to reject for unworthy 
reasons terms that have clear, essential 
connotations. 

What is the nonprofessional mission- 
ary? He is a man who is not financially 
supported by the home church via a 
missionary agency and not subject to 
their authority and discipline. He goes 
overseas under the leading of His Lord. 
While supporting himself in his secular 
calling, he seeks to strengthen the life 
and testimony of the Christian church 
he finds there. If no local congregation 
exists, he makes the planting of one his 
primary spiritual obligation, although 
more often than not he finds this to be a 
task beyond his powers and experience. 

Appraising Nonprofessionals. It is 
apparent that God is using many non- 








Anywhere 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


HOULD He come in the clouds and 
show me His glory 

Or lead through the valley and give 
me His hand, 

To God be the praise; with His pres- 

ence beside me 

I walk in the path of the will He 

has planned. 


Should He put me in crowds or a cor- 
ner forgotten, 
Or should the far places of earth be 
my test, 
To God be the praise; for if He goes 
before me, 
I walk in His path, and His will is 
the best. 


So what will it matter—the clouds or 
the sunlight? 
For soon He and I in the Glory will 


meet... 
To God be the praise; with His Spirit 
within me, 
I walk in His path and the journey 
is sweet. 


professionals throughout the world to- 
day. And yet, as a professional, the 
writer must confess that it had always 
been far easier for him to see the dis- 
advantages rather than the advantages 
of this type of service. As a result, I 
had more often than not deliberately 
discouraged students from considering 
this type of service. 

All this was before I had a tour of duty 
in Singapore at the China Inland 
Mission headquarters. Earlier I had 
regarded nonprofessionals with a jaun- 
diced eye, judging that they chose that 
type of service chiefly because of a de- 
sire to be delivered from the obligations 
of working under the authority of a 
missionary society. I reacted against a 
“lone wolf” type of full-time or part- 
time Christian worker, who gloried in 


-his independence and in his responsibil- 


ity to no one but himself. 

However, upon entering in measure 
into the mission of the Church in South- 
east Asia, I became convinced that its 
over-all outreach would have been less 
effective had there not been men of this 
calling working for the Lord in key 
places. 

These men have a certain stamp about 
them. They are peculiarly gifted by 
God for their type of outreach. God 
has enabled them to be quite creative 
in their witness. They make their own 
opportunities and exploit these in un- 
usual, yet effective ways. True, they 
either sink or swim. Not all of them 
swim! Occasionally we encounter those 
who are not able to cope with their cir- 
cumstances. They lose out spiritually 
and become corrupted by the society 
they originally sought to win for God. 

These examples of failure have made 
me wish that somehow nonprofessionals 
were part of the life, direction, and dis- 
cipline of the church and its missionary 
societies. They would then have been 
better prepared for their work, assisted 
by the counsel of mature men of God, 
refreshed through the fellowship of 
other missionaries, kept from becoming 
involved in tasks beyond their spiritual 
resources, and supported by co-workers. 
When they go out alone, they seem 
so exposed to satanic counterattacks. 
What of our Lord’s pattern of sending 
workers forth “two by two”? 

In contrast, however, those who 
were successful demonstrated. beyond 
all doubt that God was in their type of 
service. One rejoiced to see their fruit- 
fulness. 

More, these nonprofessionals work 
differently from regular missionaries. 
Generally speaking, it is the difference 
between “fixed points” and “districts.” 
They either serve within local churches 
or become involved in distinctive types 
of church-oriented outreach such as stu- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


d 








nn & @& ~~ = &E eS Fl re luli lhlUCUrlCUrelUreUl ee lkelUrrlCO 


2424awer' oom Se Ow Hef SS eh SS Oe 


poestoo@mtoeroweandrcast = s OW ae ow we ew ;.)} Os 


—m st we ct = Oo 


ee a a en 


J 








Baa o 


30 7 


+1aa 


nm 








dent groups, neighborhood Bible classes, 
or meetings with professional and busi- 
nessmen. Obvious factors prevent their 
becoming involved in making system- 
atic efforts to reach people throughout 
the area, following up interested con- 
tacts day after day—the daily task of 
most missionary personnel opening new 
areas to the Gospel. True, through 
their secular. employment they have 
areas of contact often inaccessible to 
regular missionaries. A_ strategically 
placed nonprofessional can penetrate 
key strata of society. In this day of 
urbanization, mass education, and the 
growth of business and professional 
classes, the nonprofessional has a most 
strategic task to perform. 


There are limitations to their effec- 
tiveness, however. You rarely meet 
nonprofessional missionaries who are 
fluent in the language of the country in 
which they serve. They do their spir- 
itual work in English. This confines 
their witness to the larger cities and the 
educated classes. Not that this is alto- 
gether a tragedy. If evangelical mis- 
sionary strategy is weak in any area, it 
is in reaching the upper middle classes 
in the cities. God had called these men 
to the strategic. And yet, language lim- 
itation is a grave limitation. A mission- 
ary pays a national a great compliment 
by mastering his language. The Gospel 
never sounds so good and so clear as 
when it comes in his mother tongue. 


Nonprofessionals are also limited with 
respect to time. How envious they are 
of the full-time missionary who devotes 
all of his physical strength and the best 
hours of every day to language learning 
and aggressive Christian witness. And 
yet, even this has its compensation. It 
becomes widely known that they are 
not paid for their Christian service. 
The fact of its spontaneity is a tremen- 
dous testimony in a world filled with 
mercenary, professional religionists. 

One final disadvantage often observed 
is that the service of nonprofessionals is 
temporary, rarely permanent. Projects 
they initiate tend to fold up with their 
departure. Personal obligations, such 
as the schooling of children or the care 
of aging parents, often necessitate re- 
turning home. Business firms and gov- 
ernment agencies seem to transfer their 
overseas staff frequently. Even school- 
teaching contracts are not always re- 
newed, due to the drive overseas to 
nationalize all educational systems. 

How we have wished that these non- 
professionals might be more closely 
identified with missionary societies! 
This might provide for the education of 
their children and the continuity of the 
work that they have initiated. And yet, 
to be ‘honest, even professional mis- 
sionaries become involved in such dis- 
locations and interruptions. It is not 
always God’s will that a work be closely 
Superintended over a long period by the 
foreign instrument He used to create it. 
The man who stays on too long can 
stifle national initiative and expose him- 
self to the charge of being a tyrant. If 
he leaves too early, he may be criti- 
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Teach Them To Pray! 


Sunday school teachers can mold a child’s 
lifelong prayer habits 


By LESLIE E. DUNKIN 


HE LORD JESUS CHRIST, the 
greatest teacher of all time, taught 
His disciples to pray. In like manner 
each teacher today has a personal re- 
sponsibility and a golden opportunity 
to teach each pupil to pray. This will 
stay with the pupil even after many, 
many years have passed. It is vitally 
important for the pupil in the future as 
well as in the present, so it is even 
more important for the teacher now. 
A knowledge of the meaning of 
prayer and its possibilities will help to 
increase a personal desire to pray. 
Prayer might well be defined or de- 
scribed in a number of ways. 

Prayer is turning toward God. Prayer 
is a personal conversation with God. 
Prayer is opening the life to let God 
fill and possess it with His wonderful 
love. Prayer is a vital connection with 
God; to channel wisdom, love, patience, 
courage, guidance, and whatever is vi- 
tally necessary into the praying per- 
son’s life. Prayer is seeking God’s will. 
Prayer is silent meditation, waiting to 
know God’s will and to feel His pres- 
ence. Prayer brings one closer to God, 
which in turn helps to solve any prob- 
lem or difficulty or to meet any op- 
portunity. , 

The teacher will do well to remove 
or guard against the thought of prayer 
as being a personal demand made to 
God for something desired or appar- 
ently needed. 

The teacher’s own prayer will assist 
the efforts to teach the pupils. [If 
prayer is natural for the teacher, it will 
be easier to pass this on to the mem- 
bers of the class. The example and 
atmosphere will be there. 

The prayer instruction for the class 
as a whole needs to have an individual 
approach and use. No class stays the 
same or together for any extended 
length of time, while the individual 
pupil goes along for many years. So 
individual prayer is the desired goal 
by the teacher for each pupil. 

Form or read prayers are better than 
none, but they should not stand in the 
way of or take the place of one’s own 
prayers. The teacher can explain that 
the typical prayer opens with praise 
to God, continues with personal grati- 
tude for blessings received and then 
with personal desires for one’s own self 
and others, and closes with thanks in 
advance for blessings to be received. 

The simplest approach to learning to 
pray is to think of it as a personal 
talk with God. Gratitude is a natural 
beginning. The teacher by example 
and teaching can urge each pupil, when 
some benefit comes, to turn the thoughts 
upward and say, “Thank You, God, for 
this!” The sincere person will find 
many experiences arising every day, 


“when “Thank You” can and should be 
directed toward God. 

The pupil can be led to see that 
thanks can be expressed to God for 
problems, difficulties, and trying situ- 
ations. These can be looked upon as 
God’s means to help the pupil to grow 
in strength and other Christian virtues, 
A “Thank You!” prayer or thought to- 
ward God becomes easy and natural, 
since it is quite informal. 

The personal prayer of gratitude leads 
naturally to a morning and evening 
prayer by the pupil. When eyes are 
first opened, God can be thanked for 
the sleep and rest of the past night. 
Also He can be thanked ahead of time 
for the day ahead and what it may 
bring. With this can be a humble re- 
quest for God’s guidance in everything 
throughout the day. 

The evening prayer can start with a 
“Thank You” for the many blessings 
and helpful experiences in the past 
day. The pupil may ask for forgive- 
ness for any mistakes or failures to do 
what should have been done during the 
day. This can be closed with placing 
the coming night and day in God’s 
hands for safe keeping, until resumed 
in the morning. This evening prayer 
practice will prove beneficial for the 
pupil with a good night’s sleep. 

The teacher will do well to start the 
lesson period each Sunday with a short 
prayer. This should be brief and much 
to the point of the class, the teacher, 
and the lesson at hand. Simple con- 
versational words should be used. The 
prayer should not be used to introduce 
or start the lesson. - The teacher can 
ask privately some pupil to be ready 
to offer an opening prayer before the 
lesson. If necessary, this can be written 
out simply and briefly for the pupil to 
memorize and give as a prayer. As the 
pupil becomes accustomed to this, he 
or she should be encouraged to have 
an original, simple prayer each time. 

In like manner, the lesson period can 
well be closed with a brief, simple, and 
appropriate prayer. This will include 
thanks for the lesson and a desire for 
each pupil to live this lesson daily. 
Each pupil can be prepared for offering 
the closing prayer. 

Personal conferences or talks with 
the pupils offer opportunities for the 
use of personal prayer. After the pu- 
pil has asked the question or told the 
perplexing situation, the teacher can 
naturally ask, “Have you talked to God 
about this?” The usual answer will be 
“No!” or “I’ve come to you about this.” 
The teacher can then easily suggest, 
“Let us kneel (or bow) right here and 
ask God about it.” The pupil should 
be urged to tell God about it and ask 


(Continued on page 598) 
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Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jeru- 
salem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with 
them John, whose surname was Mark. 


Chap. 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to 





International Uniform Lesson 





JOHN MARK, A YOUNG MISSIONARY 


Acts 12:12, 25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-39; Colossians 4:10, 11; 2 Timothy 4:11b; 
1 Peter 5:13; printed text, Acts 12:25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-39; Colossians 4:10; 
2 Timothy 4:11b; 1 Peter 5:13 


Golden Text.—Thou therefore ane _——, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, 


Tim, 2:3 


37 And Barnabas determined to take Rteen them John, 
whose surname was Mark. 

38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who 
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with 
them to the work. 

39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that 
they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas 


Cyprus. 


took Mark, and sailed unto pens 


. 5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the 


word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had 


also John to their minister. 


13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, 
they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from 


them returned to Jerusalem. 


Chap. 15:36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, 


Col. 4:10 eatabnets my Siteuselener saluteth you, and 


Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received 


Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where 


we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they 


do. 


commandments: if he come unto — receive him;) 
2 Tim. 4:11b ‘Take Mark, _— bring wre with esos 


1 Pet. 5:13 The ends that is a Ratatnn: uted together 
with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS perhaps more than probable 

that the scantily clad “certain young 

man” who followed the Lord Jesus 
into Gethsemane on the night of His 
agony was the author of the second 
Gospel. At any rate, it is significant 
that he is the only one of the four 
Evangelists who records the incident 
(see Mark 14:51, 52). If this is correct, 
then the “large upper room” (v. 15) 
where the Last Supper was eaten 
would probably be located in the home 
of John Mark’s -parents in Jerusalem, 
and this young man, arising from his 
bed, wrapped a linen cloth about his 
body, and followed the Lord and His dis- 
ciples out of the house over into the 
garden on the lower slope of the Mount 
of Olives. 

Probably converted through Peter (1 
Pet. 5:13), Mark perhaps drew gen- 
erously from him in the writing of his 
Gospel. We must not conclude, how- 
ever, that he did not also use materials 
drawn from other eyewitnesses who 
lived in Jerusalem. And of this mass 
of available material the superintend- 
ing Holy Spirit selected exactly what 
He desired for His purpose. through 
Mark’s pen. 

Mark displayed the qualities of faith, 
sincerity, and devotedness. The defi- 
ciency lay in courage and endurance. 
But while it is true that the good start 
that he made was badly marred by a 
defection, yet he did finish in triumph. 

The story is replete with encourage- 
ment for every one of us who is con- 
scious of having stumbled in his service 
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for Christ. Mistakes can be rectified. 
Recovery is gloriously possible. There 
is not only saving grace but restoring 
grace. Ask John Mark! 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 12:25.—“And Barnabas and Saul 
returned from Jerusalem ... and took 
with them John, whose surname was 
Mark.” Returning to Antioch after de- 
livering the bounty of the Gentile 
Christians, the two missionaries brought 
with them this promising young man. 
John was his Jewish and Mark his Ro- 
man name. 


Acts 13:4—“So they, being sent forth 
by the Holy Ghost, departed ... to 
Cyprus.” In one sense, the church sent 
them (see v. 3); in another, the Spirit 
of God was the sender. In fact, the 
Spirit was the great moving power in 
this entire operation. It was He who 
had gifted them, called them, and now 
thrust them forth. 

Verse 5—“And when they were at 
Salamis, they. ~ sang the word of God 
in the synagogues . as they had also 
John to their mi In this flour- 
ishing Greek city a Cocks there was 
evidently a sizeable Jewish community 
that necessitated several synagogues. 
The missionaries took advantage of the 
opportunities presented by these syna- 
gogues to announce the divine message 
of the Gospel, and as they circulated 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He shall not be afraid of evil 
tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord” (Psa. 112:7). 




















among them, John Mark served as their 
minister, or attendant (see A.S.V.). He 
was a sort of missionary apprentice who 
assisted the senior brethren in various 
capacities. 

Verse 13.—“Now when Paul and his 
company . came to Perga in 
Pamphylia . .. John departing from 
them returned to Jerusalem.” The mis- 
sionary party had left Cyprus and re- 
turned to the mainland when the young 
assistant abandoned the team. No rea- 
son is given for this. It is significant, 
however, that Mark did not return to 
the Antiochan base, but rather returned 
to Jerusalem, where his mother lived 
(see chap. 12:12). It is probable that he 
found the rigors of the work more than 
he felt he could take. This may have 
been aggravated by a seizure of home- 
sickness. But this is only conjecture. 


Chap. 15:36—“And some days after 
Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go 
again and visit our brethren .. . and 
see how they do.” With this suggestion 
the second great missionary journey 
was initiated. Paul’s large heart 
carried “the care of all the churches” 
(2 Cor. 11:28), and he was constantly 
concerned over their spiritual welfare. 
As a true undershepherd he longed for 
the well-being of Christ’s sheep, and 
therefore proposed a return visit among, 
them. 


Verse 37.—“And Barnabas determined 
to take with them John, whose sur- 
name was Mark.” Barnabas was Mark’s 
nephew or cousin (see Col. 4:10, 
A.S.V.), and this fact probably in- 
fluenced his attitude here. The word 
“determined” might be better rendered 
“was minded” (see A.S.V.), or that 
Barnabas proposed that John Mark be 
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felt that there had been extenuating 
circumstances that had caused the 
junior missionary to abandon the work 
during the first journey. 

Verse 38—“But Paul thought not 
good to take him with them, who de- 
parted from them from Pamphylia, and 
went not with them to the work.” It is 
clear that Paul took a much more seri- 
ous view of Mark’s defection, and this 
is evident from his strong disapproval 
of Barnabas’s suggestion. 


Verse 39.—“And the contention was 
so sharp between them, that they de- 
parted asunder one from the other: and 
so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto 
Cyprus.” This painful breach between 
two honored servants of Christ makes 
sad reading. That the contention gen- 
erated extreme warmth of feeling is 
apparent from the open rupture that 
resulted. Barnabas carried through 
with his desire, taking Mark off to his 
native Cyprus (see chap. 4:36), which 
he must have known and loved so well. 


Col. 4:10—“‘Aristarchus my fellow- 
prisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sis- 
ter’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom 
ye received commandments: if he come 
unto you, receive him).” This is a most 
interesting glimpse of John Mark. He 
had now been fully restored to Paul’s 
confidence, and was associated with the 
apostle in some way in his imprison- 
ment in Rome. If Mark should be lib- 
erated and should visit the saints in 
Colosse, they were to welcome him. 
There now remained no ground for any 
suspicion of his fidelity. He had made 
good and proved himself (see Philem. 
v. 24). 4 


2 Tim. 4:11b.—“Take Mark, and bring 
him with thee: for he is profitable to 
me for the ministry.” Evidently Mark 
had been released from prison and was 
with Timothy. The latter was to bring 
him to Paul, for he would be useful to 
the aged prisoner in a service capacity. 
This is just another lovely evidence of 
the fact that Mark had fully regained 
the apostle’s love and esteem. 


1 Pet. 5:13—“The church that is at 
Babylon . . . saluteth you; and so doth 
Marcus my son.” Peter, who was not a 
stranger in John Mark’s mother’s home 
(see Acts 12:12), had won this man to 
Jesus Christ many years before, and 
was therefore his spiritual father. Now, 
along with a local church, Mark sends 
Christian greetings “to the strangers 
Scattered” (1 Pet. 1:1) who would be 
the Christian Jewish readers of Peter’s 
letter. Thus he associates himself fully 
with Christ’s pilgrim people. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

A synthesis of the career of this most 
interesting young missionary, John 
Mark, is provided in several of the New 
Testament books. It is the story of a 
man who failed, but who also, by divine 
grace, made a great recovery. The fact 
that his failure is related reveals the 
complete honesty of Luke, the author of 
the Acts, and of the inspiring Holy 
Spirit who provides. such “candid shots” 
of the characters of Scripture. All of 
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this is designed to save us from the no- 
tion that these characters were sort of 
supermen, and to teach us that God can 
and does use imperfect servants such as 
we are, 

Mark was of Jewish parentage and 
reared in apparent comfortable circum- 
stances in Jerusalem. At an early age 
he was brought under the influence of 
Christianity, and while still a young 
man, had the inestimable privilege of 
being a ministering attendant to the 
senior missionaries, Paul and Barnabas, 
on their first Gospel invasion of the 
pagan world. 

Before the mission was completed, 
John Mark returned to his home. The 
reason for this is not given-us. Suffice 
it to say that Paul took a very serious 
view of this, regarding it as desertion. 
On the other hand, Barnabas seems to 
have taken a much more lenient atti- 
tude. So sharp was the disagreement 
over the matter that on the eve of the 
second missionary journey the two 
leaders parted company, Barnabas and 
Mark setting off together for Cyprus. 

Who was right in this dispute, Paul 
or Barnabas? We cannot be sure. It is 
significant, however, that both Barnabas 
and Mark drop out of the Acts story at 
this point. 

But John Mark reappears later on in 
the. New Testament and he appears 
brightly. Years later he is seen as shar- 
ing imprisonment for the Gospel’s sake, 
along with Paul, in Rome. And when 
that great warrior-apostle refers to him, 
he does so in the most appreciative 
terms. Full confidence is restored and 
full commendation given. Mark has 
fully recovered from any former lapse 
and now takes his place as a profitable 
minister. 


Best of all, John Mark, the servant | 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HERE did John Mark live? 
2. To whom was he related? 

3. Through whom was he converted? 

4. With whom was he associated in 
missionary work? 

5. How did he fail in this? 

6. Why did Paul and Barnabas quar- 
rel over Mark? 

7. How do we know that he was re- 
stored to Paul’s confidence? 

8. What evidence do we have that 
Mark was restored to fellowship? 

9. Name an Old Testament example 
of a failing worker being restored to 
service? 

10. What lesson does the story of 
Mark teach us? 


(Answers on page 596) 





who failed, was chosen by the Lord to 

write the Gospel of the Servant who 

never failed! This is the theme of 

Mark’s Gospel. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Mark’s conversion (Acts 12:12; 1 Pet. 
5: 13) 

2. Mark’s call and mission (Acts 12:25; 
13: 4, 5) 

3. Mark’s defection and its sequel (Acts 
13: 13; 15: 36-39) 

4. Mark’s restoration and commenda- 
tion (Col. 4:10, 11; 2 Tim. 4: 11b) 


Topics for Development 

Restoring Grace for the Lapsed Serv- 
ant. The story of John Mark is filled 
with encouragement for the Christian 
worker who has failed in the course of 
his service. It illustrates the fact that 
there is not only saving grace for the 
sinner but also restoring grace for the 
saint. Not only so, but there is re- 
newal and revival for the servant who 
has stumbled. 

“The word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah the second time” (Jonah 3:1). 
Though the prophet had deliberately 
disobeyed his original commission, his 
faithful God did not abandon him, but 
graciously followed him with a disci- 
pline that recovered him. Upon this re- 
covery he was recommissioned and 
became an effective instrument for much 
blessing. We all know the story of the 
great revival in Nineveh. 

Another illustration is found in the 
ministry of Elijah. After his great spir- 
itual triumph over Baal worship on 
Mount Carmel he quailed before the 
murderous threats of the wicked Jeze- 
bel and fied for his life, never halting 
until he had found refuge in a cave in 
the bleak desert of Sinai. And in that 
lonely isolation his soul was about as 
dark and as cold as that cave! But 
even there the God of all grace fol- 
lowed, found, and recovered the back- 
slidden prophet. The ears that had 
been listening to the threats of the evil 
queen now heard the still small voice 
of Jehovah Himself, and his feet, as a 
result, turned again into the path of 
obedience (see 1 Kings 18, 19). 

The story of Peter’s glorious restora- 
tion by the Lord Jesus on the shores of 
Galilee provides still another example 
of this available grace and power. (see 
John 21). 


Practical Applications 

Senior Christian workers ought to en- 
courage junior workers, even though 
these juniors may flag at times. Al- 
though it is true that Barnabas was re- 
lated to John Mark, and this fact may 
have influenced his attitude, neverthe- 
less we feel that his encouragement to 
the younger man would have been 
forthcoming anyway. A readiness to 
forgive and restore is always praise- 
worthy. And it is only fair to Paul to 
remind ourselves that he, some time 
later, expressed his glowing confidence 
in Mark. ; 

We should ever be on the lookout for 
promising young men and women in the 
work of the Lord. They may be a bit 
timid and self-conscious. Some may 
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be awkward. Others may be impetu- 
ous. Still others may be inconstant. 
Nevertheless, if their desire is a sincere 
one, and they have a genuine ambition 
to magnify the Lord Jesus Christ, they 
should be coached by an older worker. 
Let us remember that all of God’s 
generals began their service as privates! 


Golden Text 

2 Timothy 2:3.—“‘Thou therefore en- 
dure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus. Christ.” The true believer is 
called to serve as a spiritual warrior 
in a spiritual warfare. His foes are di- 
abolical, determined, and _ relentless. 
\This calls for loyalty, obedience, cour- 
‘age, and a readiness to suffer in behalf 
of the honor of his great Commander 
in Chief. Such suffering is not optional; 
it is obligatory. 

NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“Love Lifted Me’”’ 
“T’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
loving Heavenly Father, whose goodness 
extends to all men, we thank Thee for 
Thy patience with us, for Thy readiness 
to forgive our sins and to lift us to new 
and nobler living. Look upon us in 
mercy now and help us to see ourselves 
as we appear to Thee, to hate and for- 
sake sin and to put ourselves in the 
hands of the Saviour. Bless this lesson 
to us that we, like Mark, may rise 
above past failure to great Christian 
faithfulness and usefulness. Send the 
Gospel to all people to draw them to 
Christ. Bring to nought the powers of 
darkness and give wise and godly rulers 
to the nations. Revive Thy Church and 
keep her faithful and pure. Bring a 
glorious answer to the age-long prayer 
of Thy people for the victory of Thy 
Kingdom of light and love. Meanwhile 
may Thy light and love dwell in us and 
bless many, for the sake of Thy Son, our 
Saviour. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





pa" FOR THE 


After the Lesson.—Have you failed 
and fallen? Do you think a life of vic- 
tory and usefulness to Christ is be- 
yond you? Look at Mark. He failed 
Paul and Barnabas in their first mis- 
sionary journey and Paul refused him a 
second chance. But Barnabas gave him 
a fresh opportunity and Mark made 
good so that later Paul was glad to 
have his help again. 


PAST 
FUTURE 
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Sixty years ago Peter Bilhorn spoke 
and sang at a Gospel service in a peni- 
tentiary. Pressed for an extra song, 
Peter unhappily chose to sing some 
lines about a bird with a broken wing. 

But the bird with the broken pinion 
Never soared as high again. 
With those words the song ended and a 
young convict then cried out, “Is that 
true? If so, there’s no hope for me,” 
and he sat down with a sob. Mr. Bil- 
horn saw he had blundered and a little 
later he added an extra stanza to the 
song and got permission to return and 
sing it at another jail service. First he 
apologized for the song as he had first 
sung it and then sang it again with 
these words following the gloomy words 
with which the original song ended. 
But the soul that comes to Jesus 
Is saved from every sin; 
And the heart that omy trusts Him 
Shall a crown of ry win. 
Then come to the eS. Redeemer, 
Mt oe Oy A 
¥y, You shall higher soar "aguin. seal 
Eighteen years later Mr. Bilhorn sang 
at a service in a military camp. After- 
ward a fine looking colonel shook Bil- 
horn’s hand and told him he was the 
man who had said if the song about 
the bird were true, there was no hope 
for him. Then he said, “When you came 
back later and sang the new verse, I 
gave my heart to Jesus Christ. I am 
now a colonel of a regiment of infantry. 
By God’s grace one can higher soar 
again.” 

If you have fallen and failed, don’t 
despair. Fully give yourself over to 
the Saviour. He will recover and save 
you, just as he has done in the lives of 
others. 


OceEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Barnabas and Saul . . . took 
with them John, whose surname was 
Mark” (Acts 12:25).—The very first 
mention of Mark is in verse 12 of this 
same chapter in Acts. There we learn 
that his mother’s name was Mary. 

Because Mary was the owner of a 
house large enough to accommodate the 
“many” gathered for an emergency 
prayer service, it is concluded that 
Mary was in comfortable circumstances 
financially. 

We know nothing of Mark’s father. 
John was the Jewish name of this 
young missionary. His Jewish name 
“John” is dropped after Acts 15:37 and 
from there on he is always called 
“Mark” or “Marcus.” He must have pos- 
sessed the ability to drive home his 
points to be given the surname “Mark,” 
which, I understand means “a hammer.” 

What a golden opportunity knocked 
at his door when Barnabas and Saul took 
him with them on the journey from 





Jerusalem to Antioch! Praise the Lord, 
he seized it and became their attend- 
ant! 


“And ... they preached the word of 
God’. . . they had also John to their 
minister” (Acts 13:5).—Mark’s actiy- 


ities at Antioch must have been per- 
fectly satisfactory, or the two veteran 
preachers would not have selected him 
to accompany them on this first mis- 
sionary journey. 

Theodore Roosevelt once said: “It 
takes mighty good stuff to be a mis- 
sionary of the right type, the best stuff 
there is in the world. It takes a good 
deal of courage to break the shell and 
go many, many miles away to risk an 
unfriendly climate, to master a foreign 
language, to adopt strange customs, to 
turn aside from earthly fame and re- 
wards, and, most of all, to say good-by 
to home and the faces of the loved ones 
possibly forever.” 

Mark must have had some of these 
qualifications to carry on as long as he 
did. 

“. . John departing from them re- 
turned to Jerusalem” (Acts 13:13).— 
The reason for Mark’s defection is not 
stated. I like Dr. G. Campbell Morgan’s 
fairness in handling this delicate mat- 
ter. In his volume on Mark (F. H. Re- 
vell Co., N. Y.) he says: “Why he left 
them we do not know. It is an inter- 
esting fact that almost all expositors 
assume that he was afraid of the cam- 
paign and went home, but there is no 
shadow of evidence that fear was the 
reason for his return. .. . So we may 
give Mark the benefit of the doubt.” 


“And the contention was so sharp be- 
tween them, that they departed asun- 
der” (Acts 15:39).—According to Dr. 
Strong, the word “contention” is that 
from which we get our English word, 
“paroxysm,” hence it was not a mere 
exchanging of views but a severe con- 
troversy. If this verse were not in the 
Bible, who would have believed that 
such saints as Barnabas “the son of con- 
solation,” “a good man, and full of the 
Holy Ghost” (Acts 4:36; 11:24), and 
Paul, who has been called the greatest 
of the apostles, would have engaged in 
such a “contention”? 

Strife is one of the works of the flesh . 
(Gal. 5:20). King Solomon said, “Only 
by pride cometh contention” (Prov. 13: 
10); and again, “A brother offended is 
harder to be won than a strong city: 
and their contentions are like the bars 
of a castle” (Prov. 18:19). 

A believer—even a very godly one— 
carries around with him that which the 
Scripture calls the “flesh,” in which 
there is no good thing (Rom. 7:18). In 
an unguarded moment it can manifest 
itself in a paroxysm of strife. 

Later, when Paul wrote to the Co- 
rinthians, he mentioned Barnabas in 
such a way as to imply complete fel- 
lowship (1 Cor. 9:6); but they were 
never seen together in service again. 

“A quarrel is quickly settled when 
deserted by one party: there is no bat- 
tle unless there be two” (Seneca). And, 
“Where one will not, two cannot quar- 
rel.” 
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« |. Marcus ... if he come unto you, 
receive him” (Col. 4:10).—Sometime 
after the “contention,” Paul twice com- 
mended Mark to the saints at Colosse 
(Col. 4:10; Philem. 24) as his fellow 
worker unto the Kingdom of God, and 
as one who had been a comfort to him. 

“Take Mark, and bring him .. . he is 
profitable to me . (2 Tim. 4:11) .— 
Somehow by true and faithful service, 
Mark worked himself back into the es- 
teem of the Apostle Paul, and proved 
himself profitable to the imprisoned 
apostle “for the ministry.” 

“The church .. . saluteth you; and so 
doth Marcus my son” (1 Pet. 5:13). 
Here we learn that Mark was Peter’s 
son in the faith and was with him at 
Babylon. 

Harold St. John wrote: “A great man, 
Mark! Peter is father to him, Paul 
longs after and leans on him, while his 
cousin Barnabas is prepared to forefeit 
the friendship of Paul for his sake.” 

And to that may be added this word, 
that the Lord used him to write the 
simplest and shortest of the four Gos- 
pels, in which Christ is presented as 
the perfect Servant-Prophet. 


Wawona, CALIF. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us all recite John 3:14-16 to- 
gether, and then learn verse 17. 

Today’s lesson is about a young man, 
John Mark. Turn to Acts 12:12. When 
Peter was released from prison that 
night by the angel, he went to the 
home of John Mark’s mother. There 
he found many people gathered to- 
gether praying. What does that sug- 
gest about John Mark’s mother? (That 
she was a godly woman.) Un- 
doubtedly. It is likely that she was a 
widow, as the house is called hers. 

Turn next to 1 Peter 5:13. Here the 
Apostle Peter refers to Mark as “his 
son.” Acts 12:12 shows that Mark was 
not Peter’s son by natural birth, for if 
he were, it would say that Peter went 
to his own house, rather than that he 
Went to the home of John Mark’s 
mother. It would seem that Mark must 
have been Peter’s “son,” in the sense 
that Timothy was Paul’s “son.” If that 
18 So, then Peter was the one who had 
led young John Mark to the Saviour. 

Now read Acts 12:25. We learn from 
Colossians 4:10 that John Mark was the 
nephew of Barnabas. But he must 
have been a godly young man, for Paul 
a8 well as Barnabas agreed to take him 
with them as they journeyed in the 
Lord’s service. 

Next read Acts 13:4, 5. Here we read 
of the sailing of the ship that carried 
Paul and Barnabas on their first mis- 
Sionary journey. John Mark was on 
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that boat, too, going along to act as 
servant to his uncle and to the great 
Apostle Paul. The two older men 
preached the Word, and John Mark was 
their “minister,” or servant. Can you 
picture this eager young man standing 
on the deck of the ship looking forward 
to a thrilling journey? It is natural to 


want to see the world, and under what™ 


better circumstances could one see it 
than in the company of such excellent 
men as Barnabas and Paul? 

But this trip proved to be difficult 
and uncomfortable. There were no cars 
to carry the missionary party in com- 
fort from place to place. There were 
not even horses for them to ride to the 
places to which they were going. In- 
stead, they had to carry their packs 
day after day, as they walked weary 
miles, or climbed steep, rocky hills. 
They experienced both hunger and 
thirst, as well as weariness. 

Read Acts 13:13. Here is a sad page 
in the life of young John Mark. He be- 
came discouraged and decided to re- 
turn to the comforts of his mother’s 
home in Jerusalem. He took the easy 
way, but it spelled failure for him as 
servant of Paul and Barnabas, and was 
a blot on his record as servant of God. 

Turn now to Acts 15:36-39. How sad 
it is to see contention between men of 
God! And John Mark was the cause of 
it. When he departed from Paul and 
Barnabas to return to Jerusalem, he 
did not realize that this would cause 
trouble between these two fine men. 
When we choose our own way instead 
of God’s way, ‘there is always more 
harm done than we anticipated. John 
Mark’s uncle wanted to give him an- 
other chance. Paul thought they should 
choose a different young man this time. 
So Barnabas took Mark and sailed for 
Cyprus, while Paul chose Silas and 
went in a different direction. 

I’m glad that is not the end of the 
story! Mark made good this time, and 
later Paul said two fine things about 
him, so I feel sure that Paul and Barna- 
bas were reconciled to one another also. 
Read Colossians 4:10, 11 to see what 
Paul says here about Mark. (Mark was 
a comfort to him.) Yes. Mark was one 
of Paul’s three fellow laborers men- 
tioned here, and these were the only 
ones with him who had been a comfort 
to him! Mark was now cheering the 
great apostle, wanting to make up for 
the time he had deserted him years be- 
fore. _ 

Read 2 Timothy 4:11. Here Paul asks 
Timothy to bring John Mark with him 
when he comes to visit Paul. Paul says 
now that Mark is profitable to him for 
the ministry. Mark had now become of 
use to the Apostle Paul, and a faithful 
servant of God! 

I would like to have been there when 
Timothy and Mark arrived at Paul’s 
dungeon with his cloak, his books, and 
the parchments, for I feel sure that they 
did come. 

In 1 Peter 5:13 the Apostle Peter 
sends his greetings and Mark’s to the 
Christians to whom his epistle is ad- 
dressed. 

Note one more thing about John 


Mark. God gave him the privilege of 
writing the Gospel of Mark, which pre- 
sents Christ as the perfect Servant of 
God. As Mark penned, by inspiration, 
the words of that book, his heart must 
have been filled with praise for the one 
Servant of God, who never failed. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
John Mark Proves Himself 
(Acts 12:25; 13:4, 5, 13; 15:36-39; 
2 Tim. 4:11) 
PRESESSION exercise requiring 
Biblical knowledge is centered 
around a letter of the alphabet written 
on the blackboard. As pupils arrive 
they try to think of Bible characters 
beginning with that letter and write 
their names on the board. Encourage 
the use of a Bible dictionary or the 
Bible itself in matters of spelling or 
identification of the persons. For today 
use the letter J, and explain who the 
different Johns are (John the Baptist, 
John the apostle, and—John Mark). 

Did you have a chance to do some- 
thing for the Lord Jesus this week? 
John Mark had a wonderful chance to 
do something for Him, but John Mark 
quit! Later John Mark made good! 

You know about Matthew, who wrote 
the first book in the New Testament. 
(Review.) Do you know about Mark, 
who wrote the second? Here are chap- 
ter headings for the story of John 
Mark: Exciting Answer to Prayer 
Comes to John Mark’s House. John 
Mark Goes on the First Foreign Mis- 
sionary Trip for Jesus. John Mark Is a 
Quitter. Quarrel Over John Mark. 
John Mark Makes Good. John Mark 
Writes a Book About the Son of God. 

If the children know the stories, let 
them tell them. But if not, and they 
can read well enough, assign each a 
story to read and tell to the class. (1) 
The prayer meeting (Acts 12:1-17. 
Bring out the fact that Mark had a 
Christian mother. He knew Peter and 
the other apostles who met at his house. 
He may have seen the Lord Jesus). 
(2) John Mark’s cousin Barnabas (4: 
32-37). (3) Off on the first missionary 
trip (12:25 to 13:5. Locate John Mark’s 
trip on a map.) (4) A miracle John 
Mark saw (13:6-12). (5) John Mark 
quits (13:13. Why did he quit? We 
can only guess. Homesick? dislike of 
foreigners? tired of constant traveling? 
afraid of lions and. dangers in the wild 
country ahead?) (6) The quarrel (15: 
36-40). (7) What Paul wrote from 
prison fifteen or so years later (Col. 
4:10, 11). (8) Paul now wants John 
Mark to help him (2 Tim. 4:11). What 
Peter calls John Mark (1 Pet. 5:13). 
(10) The title of John Mark’s. book 
(Mark 1:1). (11) Could the boy wear- 
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ing the sheet have been John Mark 
himself? (14:43-52. Some people think 
so, or Mark would not have mentioned 
the incident.) In a smaller class, some 
of these may be combined, and others 
omitted. 

Why not read John Mark’s book about 
the Son of God—beginning this after- 
noon? So often at Mark’s boyhood 
home in Jerusalem, and later while 
traveling and working with Peter, 
Mark heard Peter tell these stories 
about “Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
—things Peter had seen and heard— 
things that had happened to him! 

Have you ever quit on a job? People 
keep reminding you how you failed. 
They won’t trust you now, just as Paul 
would not trust John Mark on a second 
trip. It is no use to try—or is it? What 
would John Mark tell you? You are 
older now. You know you made a mis- 
take in giving up so easily. Do you 
have an Uncle Barnabas to help you 
make another try? And there is al- 
ways God! Perhaps you have to repeat 
a grade in school. How are you going 
to tackle that a second time? 

Do Mother and Father expect you to 
set a good example to your younger 
brothers and sisters by what you say 
and do? God expects the same! Paul 
wrote to another one of his young 
helpers, “Let no man despise thy youth; 
but be thou an example of the be- 
lievers, in word, in conversation” (1 
Tim. 4:12, Memory Verse). “Conver- 
sation” here means behavior, acts. 

“Thou therefore endure hardness, as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 
2:3, Golden Text). Soldiers do not quit 
when the going gets rough! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 593) 
. Jerusalem. 
. Barnabas. 
Peter. 
. Paul and Barnabas. 
. He deserted and returned home. 
. Because they disagreed over tak- 
ing Mark on the second missionary 
journey. 

7. Paul later said that Mark was 
profitable to him. 

8. He’ returned to the Lord’s service 
and also wrote one of the Gospels. 

9. Jonah. 

10. The Lord can restore and use us 
even after we may have publicly failed 
Him. 

NortTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
evens By A had upon request from 
e Sunday ~— Times, 

$25 iin St., Philadelphia 5 

ae list of the lessons for the "year 1961 
be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
of ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

By Appointment.—Thou therefore en- 
dure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ (Golden Text, 2 Tim. 2:3). 
Amy Carmichael in Though the Moun- 
tains Shake said of Andrew Murray 
of South Africa that once, when some- 
thing painful happened to him, he spent 
time in quiet with the Lord, and then 
wrote: 

First, He brought me here; it is by His 
will I am in this strait place; in that 
fact I will rest. 

Next, He will keep me here in His 
love, and give me grace to behave as 
His child. 

Then, He will make the trial a bless- 
ing, teaching me the lessons He intends 
me to learn, and working in me the 
grace He means to bestow. 

Last, in His good time He can bring 
me out again—how and when He 
knows. 

Let me say I am here: (1) By God’s 
appointment. (2) In His keeping. (3) 
Under His training. (4) For His time— 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Buried Foundation—Barnabas and 
Saul... took with them John, whose 
surname was Mark (Acts 12:25). Some 
years ago a brilliant Oxford student 
went to Africa. There he died after a 
year’s work. When he dedicated him- 
self utterly to God, he said, “I think it is 
with African missions as with the 
building of a great bridge. You know 
how many unseen stones have to be 
buried in the earth for a foundation. 
If Christ wants me to be one of the un- 
seen stones, lying in an African grave, 
I am content—for the final result will 
be many souls won for Christ!”—From 
The King’s Business. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Luther’s Assurance.—They preached 
the word of God (Acts 13:5). Martin 
Luther knew that assurance of salva- 
tion must be based solidly on the Word 
of God. An unknown poet has re- 
corded Luther’s statement thus: 


Someone asked Luther 

“Do you feel that you have been forgiven?” 
He answered, “No, but I’m as sure 

As there’s a God in Heaven. 


“For yer ~ come and feelings go, 
gs are deceiving. 
My warrant is the Word of — 
Naught else is worth believing. 


“Though all my soul should feel condemned, 
For want of' some sweet token, 

There is One greater in my heart, 
Whose Word cannot be broken. 


“Tll stand on His unchanging Word, 
Till soul and body sever, 

For though all things shall’ pass away 
His Word shall stand forever.” 


From Saved for Certain, by Evangelist 


John R. Rice. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Study the Course—And John depart. 
ing from them returned to Jerusalem 
(Acts 13:13). When the jumble around 
the starting line of a recent yacht race 
cleared, the helmsman of the leading 
yacht rather uneasily remarked, “J 
never expected to find myself in. the 
lead.” Several times he made the same 
remark, and his crew told him it was 
nothing to complain about. As, well 
ahead, he rounded the first mark, he 
said, “I think we'll have to let this boat 
pass us.” “No, we'll not,” answered the 
crew, “we're doing fine!” “The trouble 
is,” said the helmsman, “that I don't 
know where to go next. I was so sure 
there’d be other boats in front that I 
didn’t take the trouble to study the 
course.” There are too many Christians 
who will have a poor place in Heaven 
because they are living their Christian 
lives like this—From Eternity. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Resigned to Action.—Paul thought not 
good to take him with them (Acts 15: 
38). A minister called his elders to- 
gether and told them that because no 
souls were being saved, he would 
tender his resignation. A deacon urged 
him not to do so, because people were 
being edified. The minister said, “Edi- 
fied for what?” adding, “Brother, do 
you believe that through you a soul was 
ever saved?” The frank reply was, 
“No.” The same was admitted by the 
other men present. The next day the 
man who had been the first to say “No” 
spoke to his confidential clerk. He 
said, “Bob, Bob, you are not a Christian, 
and I, an elder, have never spoken to 
you about your soul. I want that we 
kneel here and give ourselves to Christ: 
I for consecration, and you for salva- 
tion.” The clerk became a Christian. 
Before the week was over the elders 
who had met with their minister had 
won thirty men to Christ—From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by 
Edith M. Bennett, Lenore, W. Va. 


Lowly but Vital—Aristarchus, my 
fellowprisoner ... and Marcus (Col. 4: 
10). In a Swiss town that nestles at the 
foot of the mountains is to be seen a 
striking monument. On the monu- 
ment are two figures: one a famous 
mountain climber, a scientist, a man 
who has enriched the world with his 
books; the other is the figure of an 
Alpine guide. One was a cultured and 
outstanding personality; the other was 
a poor Swiss peasant. It is a tribute to 
the dependence of greatness on medi- 
ocrity. The scientist could never have 
scaled the mountain but for the help of 
the humble guide. So it is fitting that 
both should find a place on the monu- 
ment. Does not this remind us of the 
Apostle Paul and his lowly helpers, 
Aristarchus, Mark, Clement, Epaphras, 
and many others? To them _ belongs 
the distinction of helping a great man 
in his greatness. It is fitting that theif 
names, along with the apostle’s, are in 
the book of life—From the Christian 
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World. Sent by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on- 
Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


No More Questions—Mark .. . is 
profitable to me for the ministry (2 
Tim. 4:11). It is said that Bishop 
Hedding of New York once addressed a 
candidate for the foreign mission field 
as follows: “Have you considered that 
you will have to go away from home 
and friends and be among strangers and 
enemies?” “I have,” replied the young 
man. “Have you considered that you 
must leave your native land, with all 
its institutions and privileges, and be a 
foreigner in a strange land, where 
everybody will regard you with suspi- 
cion and prejudice?” “I have con- 
sidered it all,” said the young preacher. 
“Have you considered that in that land 
your health may fail, you may be pros- 
trated with malaria and fevers of vio- 
lence?” “Yes,” again answered the 
young man, “and if I had a thousand 
lives I would give them all to Jesus. 
Bishop, please don’t ask me any more 
questions, but send me, send me!”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by Edith M. Bennett, Lenore, W. Va. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 13 
2. Willful Sinning 
(Titus 2:11-15; 2 Tim. 3:1-5) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series of four 

topics on “Counsel for Conduct” con- 
trasts willful sinning with the “little 
sins” about which we thought last week. 
It is well to be again reminded that 
God does not grade our sins as we some- 
times do. He hates all sin, even though 
He loves the sinner and seeks to deliver 
him from sin’s power. 


se 


There is a sense, however, in which 
Some sins may be regarded as uninten- 
tional, or due to ignorance or weakness 
or lack of trust. There are some, on the 
other hand, that are deliberate and in- 
tentional and the result of willful re- 
bellion against the will of God and a 
determination to have our own way, 
regardless of what God wants. It is this 
type of sinning that this week’s topic 
brings before us. 


ve. 


It will be helpful in pursuing this 
topic to have before us a clear definition 
of the word “sin” as used in the New 
Testament. The Scofield Reference Bi- 


ble gives an excellent list of words 
“sin.” 


Tendered They show the true 








nature of sin in its various forms: 

Sin is transgression, an overstepping 
of the Law, the divine boundary be- 
tween good and evil (Psa. 51:1; Luke 
15: 29). 

Sin is iniquity, an act inherently 
wrong, whether expressly forbidden or 
not. 

Sin is error, a departure from right 
(Psa. 51:9; Rom. 3:23). 

Sin is missing the mark, a failure to 
meet the divine standard. 

Sin is trespass, the intrusion of self- 

will into the sphere of divine authority 
(Eph. 2:1). 

Sin is lawlessness, or spiritual an- 
archy (1 Tim. 1:9). 

Sin is unbelief, or an insult to divine 
veracity (John 16:9). 

Sin may be summarized as threefold: 
an act, the violation of, or want of obe- 
dience to the revealed will of God; a 
state, absence of righteousness; a na- 
ture, enmity toward God. 


se 


As we saw last week, however, God 
has, through Christ, made it unnecessary 
for man to sin. Yet the record is that 
“all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:8, 
10). Man’s sinful nature predisposes 
him to sin. He is not sinful because he 
sins, but he sins because he is sinful by 
nature. 


se 


Nevertheless God has also made pro- 
vision for man’s forgiveness and cleans- 
ing and restoration to fellowship with 
God, whether his sin be what he terms 
great or small. We read, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9), and, 
“If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our’s only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2: 
4.2. 


ve 


Can we know -then that, when we 
have sinned, either deliberately or in- 
advertantly, God has forgiven and 
cleansed us? Our assurance is based 
on what God says He will do if we con- 
fess. To doubt is to question His Word 
and His integrity. 

we 

But lest any should think of God’s for- 
giveness as light or cheap, it should be 
remembered that it has cost His dearest 
and best treasure, His only Son (Gal. 
3:13; 2 Cor. 5:21; Matt. 20:28; 1 Tim. 2: 
6; 1 Pet. 1:18). God knows the inmost 
thoughts of our hearts. We may well 
beware of coming to Him for forgive- 
ness with any insincerity. Confessing 
our sin includes an honest intent to turn 
from our sin and, by God’s grace, to 
lead a new life of obedience, Any hold- 
ing back or disposition to cling to the 
sin will not merit God’s forgiveness, 
for “if I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). 

MILLVILLE, DEL. 





WANTED: a missionary 
town Philadelphia needs a 
including general office wee 
for effective Christian service. ta 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. 
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Windshield Stickers Offered Free 
Attractive, colored windshield stickers 
(“Ye Must Be Born Again’) are av. 
able without ‘3 e from Atlanta Tew 

- ment League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stam 
envelope with your request. 
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RUN A SPARE-TIME GREETING 
CARD AND GIFT SHOP AT HOME 


Show friends samples of our new 1961 Christmas 
and All Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take 
their orders and earn up to 100% profit. No ex- 
perience necessary. Costs n ig to try. 


Write today for samples on approval 
Regal Greetings, Dept. 151 Ferndale, Michigan 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 
© You to know that Commies and Mos- 


lems win N , teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

concerned 


ee More le to be deepl 
about pot anti-Christ teaching. 

ece That this a work of God needs 
workers, needs er helpers, needs 
support to more ally enter open doors 


for 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 























Hawaiian Vacation Party 


EADERS of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 

TrmeEs are cordially invited to join 
the Christian Fellowship vacation party 
that will travel to the Hawaiian Islands 
October 16th to November 6th. The 
leader will again be Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, one of the Trmes directors, who, 
with Mrs. Jaeger, will accompany the 
tour. ; 

“The life of the land is in righteous- 
ness,” is the motto inscribed on the 
Hawaii coat of arms. No land has wel- 
comed Christian missionaries with 
greater zeal and friendliness. There is 
a refreshing kindliness, humility, and 
honesty about the people of Hawaii. 
Visitors are welcomed with smiles, 
flowers, and gestures of good will. 
Travel to Hawaii is an experience of 
happiness. Here is an adventure in 
vacation enjoyment without parallel. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour party 
to Hawaii will travel on vista dome 
trains across the U. S., will fly on a great 
Pan American jet plane to Honolulu, 
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and will return aboard the S S Lur- 
line. In Hawaii there will be ten days 
of interesting events, ‘including special 
chartered buses that will provide the 
maximum in sightseeing. The Islands 
of Hawaii and Kauai will be visited, 
and the main portion of the stay is at 
the beautiful Royal Hawaiian Hotel at 
Waikiki Beach. San Francisco will be 
the port of return, and more than four 
days will be spent in this lovely city. 
Here, also, fine sightseeing arrangements 
have been made. 

If you are interested, send a card to 
Mr. Jaeger, in care of the TrmEs office at 
325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa., 
and you will receive a folder giving 
costs and all details. 
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Teach Them To Pray! 
(Continued from page 591) 


Him the same questions as those asked 
of the teacher. 

Prayer by the teacher will follow. 
This should be brief and simple. Now 
the two are well prepared to consider 
the question or situation. If it is not 
plain yet to the teacher, the suggestion 
can be made, “Let us leave this with 
God for His future solution or answer.” 

The best Christian heritage any 
teacher can leave with each pupil is the 
natural and frequent use of prayer 
throughout each day. This will linger 
longer and more helpfully with the 
pupils in future years than any one 
Sunday’s lesson well presented. 


SouTH BEnp, InpD. 
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The Nonprofessional 
(Continued from page 591) 


cized as irresponsible. But the Lord 
can be trusted to overrule the stops and 
steps of His servants. He often removes 
His servants, sometimes buries them, 
but His work goes on. 

Can we think positively? All in all, 
there are innumerable openings for 
nonprofessional missionaries in today’s 
world. Actually both, types of mis- 
sionaries are greatly needed. Neither 
type of service is higher than the other, 
assuming, of course, the calling and 
commissioning of the Lord. 

But wherein lies the “rethink” of this 
type of service? Possibly the very 
pressure of the times demands it. As 
the West declines in prestige and in- 
fluence, the possibility of the profes- 
sional missionary being no _ longer 
welcome needs to be considered. What 
then? Already, in certain lands, the 
nonprofessional has been encouraged to 
remain on after the professional has had 
to. leave. In the strategic field of teach- 
ing there have recently been many in- 
vitations extended to qualified western 
teachers to come and help. Then, too, 
the increasing importance of cities and 
students, of city churches and business 
and professional classes, demands. that 
missionary societies allocate a number 
of their best-qualified missionaries into 
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these types of work. The more non- 
professionals assisting them the better. 
The task is enormous and the laborers 
are too few. 

But what of the sharp limitations to 
nonprofessional service? Limitations in 
leadership, discipline, language, time, 
and continuity. Why cannot missionary 
societies create a type of “associate 
membership” and thereby establish 
more mutually helpful ties between the 
professional and nonprofessional? 

This dual mission membership might 
be a very realistic forward step to take 
in the face of the world situation today. 
Certainly, it has some attractive as- 
pects. 

1. Mission orientation could be ex- 
tended to nonprofessionals in the home- 
lands, so that the long experience of the 
past might be shared beneficially. This 
would make possible close subsequent 
interaction between professionals and 
nonprofessionals on the field. 

2. Field orientation could be ex- 
tended to nonprofessionals in such areas 
as language, cultural anthropology, and 
ethnic religion. They would thereby be 
more likely to appreciate the country in 
which they have chosen to live and 
serve. 

3. Church orientation could be ex- 
tended to nonprofessionals by national 
pastors as well as field mission leaders. 
This would make possible the best type 
of natural identification with the life 
and witness of the national church and 
participation in it. 

4. Patterns of mutual consultation, 
spiritual fellowship, order and disci- 
pline could be established. This would 
result in fewer personal failures and 
more oneness and continuity of the 
over-all task of accomplishing the mis- 
sionary purpose of God for the country. 

5. Making available to nonprofes- 
sionals the facilities of schools for chil- 
dren, medical services, homeland hos- 
tels for teenagers, and vacation and 
furlough accommodations might con- 
tribute to making possible longer over- 
all field services for nonprofessionals. 

6. Since the church in the homeland 
is primarily involved in overseas serv- 
ice by its provision of personnel, prayer, 
and financial support to its mission so- 
cieties, this dual membership would 
mean that the lives and witness of non- 
professionals overseas would come 
within the sphere of its concern. Non- 
professionals would thereby gain a 
greater sense of the Scriptural and 
strategic relevance of their work over- 
seas. 

7. Should political conditions demand 
that professional missionaries leave 
early, there would be no need for a 
violent rupture in the work. Nonpro- 
fessionals would remain on, fully inte- 
grated in a national church that has 
already been accustomed to their pres- 
ence and contribution. Actually, before 
the final crisis arises, imaginative mis- 
sion leadership might even maneuver 
selected professionals into the nonpro- 
fessional category and thus anticipate 
the eventual shift. 

But are there not many administra- 
tive problems involved in a dual-mem- 














bership pattern of this sort? Of course, 
However, serving Jesus Christ in this 
age is going to demand increasingly a 
creative outlook and the conviction that 
despite the obstacles inherent in al] 
forward steps, if God is leading, appar- 
ently insuperable difficulties can be sur- 
mounted by His grace. We dare not 
stand still. He who does not face the 
difficult, unknown future with venture- 
some faith is not likely to serve this 
generation in the will of God. 
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Children at Home 





The Finding of Prema 
A true story 
By A. O. Stott 


OULDN’T you go a few days earlier 

for your holidays Miss Harrison? 
You look tired and all the children are 
fixed now.” 

“Well, Mariamma, I certainly do long 
for the cool breezes of Coonoor, and 
perhaps it would be better for Rani, 
who has been so poorly of late.” 

Ruth Harrison was in charge of the 
Deaf and Dumb Children’s Home-School 
at Mylapore near Madras, India. She 
always was kept very busy with her 
big family. Mariamma, her Indian as- 
sistant, was a splendid co-worker. 

Three days earlier than she had plan- 
ned, Ruth started off with one of the 
children who had no home nor known 
relative. Rani, as they called her, was 
now a very pretty little girl. But about 
six years before, she had been brought 
by a policeman in a terrible condition 
of dirt and neglect, crying like a little 
wounded animal. However, with all 
the loving care and help she received 
at the home, she was wonderfully 
helped to overcome her disability to 
speak or hear. The teaching helped 
tremendously in every way, and Rani 
soon responded to the love of the Sav- 
iour, who meant so very much to the 
poor, motherless child. 

The train taking Ruth and her little 
pupil to Coonoor Hill Resort was very 
hot and overcrowded. When they 
reached the junction where they had to 
get out and complete their journey by 
bus, it was a relief. But, at the bus 
station they were told that a break- 
down would cause several hours’ delay. 

The sun was now blazing down, and 
Ruth looked round with a weary sigh 
to see if they could find somewhere to 
sit down. Across the road there was @ 
seat for waiting passengers for their 
various buses, but it was crowded with 
people. Hoping perhaps that someone 
might be moving soon, Ruth went over 
to stand and wait nearby. After some 
time she was able to squeeze in be- 
tween two women who greeted her 
politely. 

Suddenly the Indian woman on her 
right bent across and said, “Please, Miss 
Sahib where do you come from?” 

Ruth well used to such questions an- 
swered with a smile, “We come from 
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Mylapore School for Deaf and Dumb 
Children.” 

At this the woman became strangely 
excited. “What is the little girl’s 
name?” she asked eagerly. 

“We call her Rani,” said Ruth. “We 
gave her that name because we know 
nothing about her. She was brought to 
us some six years ago by the police, in 
a terrible state of starvation, disease, 
and neglect.” 

The woman became more and more 
excited. “She is the living image of 
our little lost daughter, Prema, who 
was born deaf and dumb. We live at a 
town some distance from here, and over 
six years ago we went to a Méla (re- 
ligious festival) at Mylapore. A riot 
broke out between rival bands of wor- 
shipers, and in the confusion our little 
Prema was lost. We looked for her 
everywhere, but someone must have 
picked her up and taken her away. 
She was a very pretty child, very 
friendly with everyone, and would trust 
strangers readily. I suppose whoever 
took her, got rid of her when they 
found she was deaf and dumb. Has this 
child a conspicuous birth mark on her 
back just above her left hip?” 

Ruth replied that such was the case. 

“Then you will know she is indeed 
my little daughter Prema.” And, 
stretching out her arms,’ the woman 
gathered the child in a close embrace. 

At first the little girl gave a fright- 
ened cry, but suddenly she settled down 
in the enfolding arms. And so Prema 
(to call her by her real name) and her 
mother were reunited. 

Ruth was indeed thankful she had 
been led to go those three days earlier 
for her holiday, when she visited 
Prema’s home. Her parents were most 
grateful for all the loving care their 
little girl had received at the school. 
They wished her to return there, and 
continue her education, and listened 
very willingly to the Christian teach- 
ing. When Prema returned to Mylapore 
her face was radiant. “My parents now 
want to worship Jesus, so soon we will 
all belong to His happy family.” 

Ruth never forgot that holiday, for 
even the breakdown of the bus had 
been allowed to fit into God’s plan for 
the finding of Prema’s parents. 
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Our Ageless Bible. By Thomas Lin- 
ton Leishman. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
New York 17; $2.75.) The story of how 
we got our Bible is often fascinating 
Treading. This book is a revision of a 
Previous book by Mr. Leishman on the 
history of the Bible, with the addition 
of material on the Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the Revised Standard Version. It is 
Meant to be an introductory book for 
the layman and is simple and concise 
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in its approach. It covers such subjects 
as the language of the Old and New 
Testaments and the manuscripts that 
are available to us today. The author 
also discusses the versions that have 
been made from the Septuagint on 
down to the English translations of the 
present time. 
cluded on the task of the translator, 
which gives the reader some insight 
into the problems involved. Although 
the author’s theological view is not that 
of conservative theology, this does not 
often affect the value of the total work. 
It is most evident in his apparent ac- 
ceptance of higher critical theories con- 
cerning Daniel (p. 145). It is a good 
introduction to this area of study, and 
could be of value to those who would 
wish to consider such background ma- 
terial. 


When Hearts Grow Faint.- By J. K. 
van Baalen. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) “In- 
structions on How to Live a Life of 
Joy” is a very fitting subtitle for this 
concise volume of practical devotionals. 
There are thirty-four thought-provok- 
ing messages, of not more than three 
pages each, dealing with matters per- 
taining to everyday living. Three of 
these chapters introduce the subject of 
a joyful life, and the remainder of the 
material is divided into three major 
sections, with general headings: (1) 
“Comfort Against Self-inflicted Trou- 
bles”; (2) “Encouragement in View of 
Man-Made Problems”; (3) “Consolation 
for God-Caused Sorrows.” 

Included in these main divisions of 
material are such pertinent subjects 
as: “Roots of Bitterness,” “Our Hidden 
Motives,” “Prayer for the Offenders,” 
“Encourage One Another,” and many 
others. Such pungent statements as the 
following are characteristic of this 
writer, and will be found throughout 
these pages. From the chapter entitled: 
“Day of All the Week the Best”: “It is 
not necessary for children (or adults) 
who are to attend Sunday morning 
worship, and perhaps Sunday school 
too, to sit first through a religious 
broadcast by radio or TV. Neither is 
it advisable to follow a religious serv- 
ice in church with a broadcast of a 
ball game or a theatrical program. Un- 
less we can find something that is 
worthy of the day’s character, it is 
best to let radio and TV silent on Sun- 
day.” (This reviewer has also found 
that to be a very wise procedure.) In 
the chapter entitled “Nothing Unusual,” 
the author cites some dreadful cases of 
suffering from injustice and inhuman 
treatment. Then he says: “And dare 


any of us complain about being too . 


hard hit because the love of God has 
taken a dear one to glory or has taken 
our health away? Shame on us! Our 
self-centered complaints grieve the Al- 
mighty, who stands ready to exhibit 
His consoling affection to us.” 

In the chapter “The Postponements 
of God,” there is a gem from the min- 
istry of Dr. Chapman: “When Dr. Wil- 
bur Chapman preached in one of our 
larger cities, a hopeless cripple was 








A helpful section is in-~ 
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wheeled right under the platform dur- 
ing the song service. Dr. Alexander, 
the famous song leader, saw him there 
and, filled with compassion, asked the 
man, “What is your favorite hymn, sir?’ 
The cripple raised a feeble hand and 
said, ‘Count your many blessings, name 
them one by one.’” 

That story is followed by an appro- 
priate poem, which is also typical of the 
many included in these devotionals: 


I walked a mile with pleasure, 
She chattered all the way, 

But left me none the wiser 
For all she had to say. 


I walked a mile with a 
And ne’er a word said sh 

But, oh, the things I learned ‘trom her 
When sorrow walked with me. 


The chapter entitled “God iets with 
the Discouraged,” deals with the matter 
of extreme mourning on the part of 
bereaved Christians. Many will think 
that the author is a little stern in his 
convictions, but every believer needs 
to read this chapter. This is the best 
work of its kind that has come into the 
hands of this reviewer in a long time. 
May it have a wide circulation and a 
receptive reading among the people of 
God. 


Keswick’s Authentic Voice. Selected 
and edited by Herbert F. Stevenson. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $5.95.) All Christians desir- 
ing greater spiritual growth should ac- 
quaint themselves with the Keswick 
Convention. This is a summer religious 
reunion, lasting one week, which has 
been held annually at Keswick, Eng- 
land, since 1875. These meetings had 
their origin in the general revival that 
swept over England when Moody and 
Sankey came to that country in such 
power. Many volumes have been writ- 
ten about this movement but this one 
differs from others in that it seeks to 
give messages from the beginning in 
1875. We read here of many phases 
of the doctrine of holiness presented 
by a wide variety of speakers. The 65 
messages gathered in this volume come 
to us under four general headings: Sin 
in the Believer; God’s Remedy for Sin; 
Consecration and the Spirit Filled Life. 
The list of speakers includes: H. W. 
Webb-Peploe, A. T. Pierson, F. B. Meyer, 
Alan Redpath, Evan H. Hopkins, An- 
drew Murray, Stuart Holden, Graham 
Scroggie, Donald Grey Barnhouse, R. 
A. Torrey, G. Campbell Morgan, and 
H. C. G. Moule. The desire of these 
speakers is to lead other Christians 
into the promotion of Scriptural holi- 
ness. Keswick stands for no new school 
of theological thought. The messages 
are conservative in spirit, clinging to 
old truths and avoiding new and strange 
doctrines. The prayerful reading of 
these messages will lead the hungry 
Christian into deeper consecration. 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Gospel in Belgium 
(Continued from page 589) 


Bree to occupy part of her house and 
open a bookshop and hall. There is 
only one other convert in the town, a 
woman whose husband would not al- 
low her to attend the opening meeting 
on Easter Monday. The road ahead 
will require the utmost in patience and 
courage on the part of the young couple, 
but God is able to raise up a living 
testimony to His name here as He has 
in other parts of Belgium. 

Among the many enterprises that 
have proved of great spiritual value, 
the young people’s camp, which was 
opened a short time before World War 
II, has been greatly used by the Lord. 
During the hostilities hundreds of chil- 
dren were saved from starvation here. 
They would stay for a month at a time 
and receive extra food. Since the war, 
the camp has become a gathering place 
for children and adults. During this 
past Easter weekend, the facilities were 
used by a crowd of 130 young people, 
some from as far away as Paris. 

Among the young people of Belgium, 
a change of attitude is imminent, due 
to the new emphasis placed upon the 
Bible by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Rome has taken the lead in offering 
new versions of Scripture in the French 
language in recent years, and since the 
war, no less than four new versions of 
the complete Bible have appeared. 
Along with this new interest in the 
Bible, however, the Catholic Church 
has opened its doors to the liberal in- 
terpretation of the Old Testament, es- 
pecially the first five books. Hence, 
when evangelicals in their witness 
speak of the entire Bible as being the 
Word of God, what they have to say is 
not so easily understood and accepted 
as it once was.. On the one hand it 
means that in some cases the Word of 
God has become a topic of conversation, 
whereas years ago it was virtually an 
unknown book. On the other hand, 
the Catholic Church, having by its the- 
ology undermined the supreme author- 
ity of the Bible, has maintained its 
hold upon the minds of its people in 
matters of interpretation. 

What of the future of Belgium and 
for the Christian witness here? Since 
the recent elections, the political pic- 
ture has remained almost unchanged. 
Unless a figure emerges from the coali- 
tion government who will command 
respect and enforce his leadership, it is 
difficult to foresee any great improve- 
ment in the situation. One thing is 
clear: the loss of the Congo and the 
strikes have created a financial situ- 
ation for which only drastic austerity 
measures will suffice. This, for a peo- 
ple who are anything but austere, will 
not be a pleasant thing. 

The work of the Mission goes forward 
slowly. The building of the Church in 
this country is a painstaking process, 
and there are not always exciting fig- 
ures and statistics to report. But it is 
the Lord’s work. He has blessed it, and 
He will yet bless, if we are faithful. 


BrvussELs, BELGIUM. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued the Internation: 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


August 7 to 13 


Mon.—Acts 13:1-5. 
Companion of Apostles. 
Antioch was the capital of Syria, 
about sixteen miles from the sea, and 
Seleucia was its port. Prophets and 
teachers are among the gifts to the 
Church (Eph. 4:11). These five men 
worked for God, fasted, and were so in 
touch with God that He could speak to 
them by His Spirit. He it was who 
called Barnabas and Saul (Paul). Note 
the four good things the other men did 
(v. 3). The two missionaries went 
straight to Salamis, seaport of the is- 
land of Cyprus, and preached the Gos- 
pel in synagogues. John Mark (12:25) 
was now with them as their helper. He 
followed Christ’s example (Matt. 20: 
28). 


Tues.—Acts 13:6-13. 
A Service Concluded. 
Paphos was the capital of Cyprus. 
“A slab has been discovered at Soli in 
Cyprus, with the name Paulus, procon- 
sul. One of the proofs of Luke’s ac- 
curacy” (Companion Bible). Here we 
find the change in Saul’s name. 
Saul means “destroyer”; Paul means 
“worker.” Paul was so severe in his 
condemnation of Elymas because the 
sorcerer was trying to keep the deputy 
from becoming a Christian. Then Paul 
worked a miracle that led to Sergius 
Paulus’s conversion. John Mark’s de- 
parture from them was evidently not a 
good thing, as we see from Paul’s de- 
cision in 15:38. Paul and his compan- 
ions did not settle down in one place, 
but kept moving on to preach the Gos- 
pel. 


Wed.—Acts 15:35-41. Human Frailties. 


Here we have the story of a sharp 
disagreement between two men of God. 
It would seem that Paul was right, 
though the Scripture does not state this 
clearly and does not give us many de- 
tails by which to judge. But we know 
that both Barnabas and Paul were good 
men whom God continued to use. The 
same kind of thing happens today, and 
we should be careful not to judge 
harshly. We should also remember that 
it is not always necessary for us to take 
sides in every disagreement. We can 
leave matters in God’s hands. It is 
likely that the brethren sided with 
Paul, since they recommended him 
“unto the grace of God.” Let us do the 
same with our Christian worker friends. 


Thurs.—2 Timothy 4:9-18. 
Reclaimed for Service. 
Many homely details occur in this 
passage. Between the lines one can de- 
tect that Paul was lonely; he missed 
some of his friends and wanted some of 
his own things, which is a very com- 








| 
mon longing in this life. Let us be 
ware of acting as Demas did. Paul's 
request that Mark come to him again 
shows that the grace of God must have 
worked in Mark’s life. He was the hu- 
man author of the second Gospel. Pay] 
evidently had a favorite cloak that he 
wanted; and he must have been a lover 
and reader of good books (v. 13). Ag 
he neared the end of his life the Lord 
encouraged him, and he looked forward 
in faith to eternal life in Heaven. 


Fri—2 Timothy 4:1-5. A Steadfast Faith, 
In this solemn charge to Timothy, 
Paul exhorts him to do nine things, 
He gives first place to “preach the 
word,” which all pastors, teachers, and 
parents should remember to do. That 
is, they should all give the Bible first 
place. This is the secret of a happy 
home, a living church, and a spiritually 
growing Sunday school class. “Be in- 
stant” means “be zealous.” In our 
preaching and teaching we need to use 
both patience and sound doctrine. We 
are living in the time when multitudes 
of people “will not endure sound doc- 
trine,” but prefer teaching that allows 
them to live in pleasure. One pastor 
says that “when the people have itching 
ears, the ministers and teachers have 
itching palms.” 
Sat.—Philippians 3:12-21. Eyes Forward. 
Solomon, the wisest man of his day, 
said, “Let thine eyes look right on” 
(Prov. 4:25). This compares well with 
Paul’s testimony here; and his habit of 
looking forward and up, not back and 
in, sets before us a very important prin- 
ciple of the Christian-life. We need to 
have our minds stayed on God (Isa 





26:3); set our “affections on things 
above” (Col. 3:2); be “looking unto 
Jesus” (Heb. 12:2). At Matthew 5:48 


Dr. C. I. Scofield has this helpful note 
on the word “perfect”; “This word im- 
plies full development, growth into 
maturity of godliness, not sinless perfec- 
tion.” “Conversation” here means “Ccit- 
izenship.” What a bright hope we have, 
that our bodies shall be changed and 
made like His! 


Sun.—2 Timothy 2:8-13. 

Readiness To Suffer. 

Though Satan may persecute 

people, he cannot keep the Word 
God from spreading and bearing fruit 
There are several things to remember . 
here: that Christ was raised from the 
dead, which assures our resurrection; 
that Paul suffered as an evildoer, which. 
may encourage us when in trouble; that 
even if we are unbelieving, God. abides 
faithful. Other “faithful” sayings are 
1 Timothy 1:15; 4:8; Titus 3:8. If we 
are really suffering for Him now, We 
can look forward to reigning with Him. 


One of two things you must do: you 
must either receive Him or reject Him. 
You receive Him here and He will Té- 
ceive you there; you reject Him here 
and He will reject you there—D. L. 
Moody. 
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